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Dear Family, 
 
During the last unit of this module, your student will conclude his or her study of school by 
reading about schools around the world and comparing and contrasting those schools to their 
own. Students will be sharing their work on (--date of Lesson 10--) at (--time of your integrated 
lesson--), and we would love to have you join us! 
  

 
What will your student be learning? 
 
Students will conclude their study of schools by creating their own “The Most Important Thing 
about Schools” book. They will then present this book to a class of kindergarteners. The 
learning will focus on this idea: 
·        Schools around the world may be different or they may be similar, but they are all places 
designed for learning. 
  
During the Reading Foundations Skills Block, students complete their review of first-grade 
foundational reading skills (e.g., common vowel teams, open and closed syllables, and 
high-frequency words). Students learn how to identify a syllable and how knowing the type of 
syllable will help them in reading and writing. The learning for Unit 3 will focus on: 
·        Knowing a syllable is closed or open helps me read it and write it correctly. 
·        The type of syllable helps me know what vowel sound to say. 
 
How will your student be learning? 
 
Throughout the unit, your student will read, think, listen, talk, write, and ask questions about the 
topic of why we need tools. Students will participate in these activities, among others, to build 
their literacy skills: 
·        Participating in a close read-aloud of Off to Class: Incredible and Unusual Schools around 
the World 
·        Researching one of three schools from Off to Class in a research group 
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·        Creating a book that describes the similarities and differences between my school and my 
research group school 
·        Engaging in collaborative conversations with classmates 
·        Closely viewing pictures and videos about schools 
  
 
What can you do to support your student’s learning at home? 
 
Here are a few activities that you can do at home with your student to support his or her 
learning: 
·        Ask your child to talk with you about the following questions: How are schools around the 
world different? How are they similar? 
·        Use objects around the house to help your student practice comparing and contrasting two 
items. 
·        Write the high-frequency words on cards and practice reading them fluently (school, sure, 
none, friends, ready, anybody, will, for, know). 
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